
It was a time when this place was broken and hurting.
Recovery is still happening.

I had the opportunity to be part of the Carbal team as a
Registrar in 2013. The patients and staff were so
welcoming and I learned a lot about acknowledging and
involving the community around a patient to improve their
health outcomes.  I am so grateful to the team at Carbal for
teaching me this.  

Over my time with GPTQ I have been an ECT visitor, a hub
educator and am now the District Medical Educator for this
region.  I share this role with Dr Jaime Hurley, who looks
after the ACRRM (Australian College of Rural and Remote
Medicine) Registrars. We follow in the footsteps of Dr
Patricia Stuart, who held this role for a number of years.  I
look forward to listening, learning and working together to
help our Registrars grow to be GPs that support the health
of the communities they serve.  

This issue of ‘The Yarn’ focuses on the Darling Downs, and
stories of Elders past, present and emerging.  The theme
for NAIDOC week this year is Heal Country! This theme is
incredibly relevant for a place that has seen so much
change, even in the short time that I have called it home. 
 My hope is that as things will always continue to change,
that the change brings healing, restoration, understanding
and growth.

Click here to learn more about Dr Kate Wallis.
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My name is Kate Wallis and I am a Toowoomba GP and
the District Medical Educator for Darling Downs and
West Moreton RACGP (Royal Australian College of
General Practitioners) Registrars.  It is my privilege to
welcome you to this edition of ‘The Yarn’. 

This year is my 10th year of living in Toowoomba.  
 Growing up, I had spent a lot of time in Toowoomba,
Highfields and Chinchilla connecting with my close knit
extended family.  My husband grew up in Dalby.  So
when the chance came, we decided to move up here as
it seemed to be where we were supposed to be.  My
husband and I, with baby number one on the way, came
to Toowoomba following the 2011 floods.  

https://www.gptq.qld.edu.au/gp-educators/dr-kate-wallis/


  

The celebration date of 4 August was chosen as historically
this date communally celebrated the birthdays of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander children who were taken from their
families at a young age, without knowing their birthday – the
Stolen Generations.
 
The Children’s Day theme for 2021 is ‘Proud in culture, strong
in spirit’ focusing on the importance of supporting strong
family and community connections to foster spiritual and
cultural wellbeing together with proud cultural identities
among Aboriginal and Torres Strait children.

More than 500 events and celebrations are taking place
across the country in schools and communities to increase
awareness of the crucial impact that culture, family and
community play in the life of every Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander child.
 
From storytelling with Elders, bush medicine, cultural dancing,
concerts and craft making to yarning circles, all Australians are
encouraged to embrace this special day to support our
children.
 
Children’s Day established in 1988 is an initiative of SNAICC –
National Voice for our Children.
 
To find out what’s on in your area for Children’s Day, visit
aboriginalchildrensday.com.au

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Children’s Day - 4 August 2021

Children’s Day is a chance for all Australians to celebrate and
embrace Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and
show our support for our children, families and communities. 
 
It’s also about learning and understanding that the health and
wellbeing of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children is
influenced by having a strong sense of self, positive family
relationships and strong connection to culture and
community.
 
The impact of traumatic historical legacies, continued racism
and socioeconomic disadvantage mean that Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander children may face additional obstacles in
making the transition to early teens through to adulthood. 
 
A significant number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children continue to face ongoing challenges stemming from
colonisation including discrimination, poverty, systemic
removal, intergenerational trauma, dislocation from land and
culture and community disempowerment.

The Family Matters Report 2019 found that Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander children are 2.5 times more likely to be
developmentally vulnerable early in life than non-Indigenous
children, and only half as likely to access early child care
services. Children who are developmentally vulnerable are
less likely to do well at school, and are more likely to leave
school early and have poorer life outcomes.

OUR
YOUTUBE
&
PODCAST

https://aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/
https://youtu.be/f2CaGpvG5bYhttps:/www.youtube.com/channel/UComzbsXZrVsUEGHRdw7M4sg/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UComzbsXZrVsUEGHRdw7M4sg/videos
https://player.whooshkaa.com/shows/indigenous-health-medtalk


 

NORTH BRISBANE HISTORICAL FIGURES
OLD MOPPY (1970-1841)

 

When Gorman failed to honour his promise, Old Moppy
formed a powerful alliance of ‘Mountain Tribes’ from the
Darling Downs, Scenic Rim, Stanthorpe, D’Aguilar range and
Upper Brisbane. In a remarkable feat, he successfully led
hundreds of warriors on coordinated continual sieges of the
cattle and sheep runs along Upper Brisbane and Grantham
regions resisting the inroads of settlement and effectively
driving back settlers and reclaiming their lands. 

In his absence and that of his tribe, his main camp near
Gattan was ransacked and destroyed which led to his
orchestrated sieges upon Grantham and Tent Hill. He
organised building of stone pens to muster the settler’s
sheep resulting in all flocks of sheep being removed
temporarily from the Valley.

In retaliation, overseer James Rogers and his men led a
dawn raid upon Old Moppy’s camp at Grantham in which an
unknown number of his people were killed including
Wooinambi, Old Moppy’s eldest son. Gorman led an inquiry
into the raid and temporarily arrested Rogers.

In late 1841, an infuriated Rogers led a surprise attack on
Old Moppy and shot him while fishing alone at Blackfellows
Creek. Rogers’ action was widely decried, seen as a cowardly
act and led to further reprisals by his youngest son,
Multuggerah. According to Ipswich settler George Thorn,
Blackfellows Creek was named by locals after the death of
Old Moppy fishing at this location.

Read about Old Moppy's Son Multuggerah in a
previous Yarn Edition

Old Moppy (late 1790s – 1841) is best known for his
powerful leadership and skill in organising strategic
resistance against early European settlers to protect his
cultural heritage, his land and people of the Jagera Nation
who inhabited the foothills of the Darling Downs.

Described as heavily muscled and over seven foot tall, he
emerged as a leader in his early 40s. In 1837, it was
reported he mustered over 700 warriors with his Scenic Rim
allies to lead a successful inter-tribal battle against coastal
groups located at Taringa. Old Moppy was also then known
as Moppé (Moppy the Chief). Moppy was a term to
reference the hair of Old Moppy.

In 1840, Old Moppy was visited by Lieutenant Owen
Gorman to investigate the reported shooting of several
Aboriginal people by European settlers. Old Moppy and his
sons agreed to guide Gorman on his investigations through
region between Ipswich and Toowoomba. It was during this
time while being guided by Old Moppy’s sons, that he came
upon an accessible pass over the Great Dividing Range to
the Darling Downs which is now known as Gorman’s Gap.

In return for Old Moppy’s help, Gorman promised to find
and reprimand the European settlers who had been
involved in shooting at Old Moppy’s people.

A Powerful Leader of the
Jagera Nation

https://29ftl72q3eoaxe6vbjy8gh1a-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/The-Yarn-Jul-Sep-2020.pdf


LEGACY MAP
 The massacres of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people

by European colonists between 1788 and 1930 were
documented in newspaper accounts, station records, private
correspondence from settlers, and in records kept by officers
in charge of Native Police patrols. The true extent of these
harrowing massacres is unknown as many were not recorded.
We invite you to take a moment or two to reflect on some of
the stories shared by the men and women affected, to this
day, by the Stolen Generation.

The trauma and memories of such massacres live on within
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and their
descendants. Without the opportunity to heal, the impact of
such trauma is passed from one generation to the next.

The GPTQ Landscape Legacy Map is a new initiative to better
understand what our surrounding landscape is telling us
about the epigenetics and impact of intergenerational trauma
upon our local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
communities. It is hoped ongoing historical research into
locations of local massacres will help General Practitioners in
their understanding and holistic healthcare approach towards
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander patients.

Darkey Flat Massacre, Condamine
1 January – 31 December 1845: 
At least six Geynyon people were killed by Talgai Station
owner and station hands to prevent their homestead from
becoming a meeting place for surrounding Aboriginal tribes.
   
Callandoon Station Massacre, MacIntyre River
September – October 1847: 
Settler James Marks shot a young boy of the Bigambul tribe
which caused outrage among the people. In retaliation,
Marks’s son was killed leading to year-long reign of terror by
the Marks, fellow landowners and stockmen upon the
Bigambul people. Twelve Bigambul people at Callandoon
Station were shot by Marks in revenge. A nearby camp of 40
Bigambul people was also found and massacred by Marks,
though they had nothing do with the death of his son.

The number of recorded massacres for this area are vast
and are still yet to be covered in full over the last two
Darling Downs and West Moreton newsletters. These
stories are just the tip of the iceberg of tragedies for the
Traditional Owners of Darling Downs and West Moreton
region.

BUSH MEDICINE WITH UNCLE WAYNE FOSSEY
 

Gumbi Gumbi, Pittosporum angustifolium

Gumbi Gumbi comes under many names, it's one of the
Pittosporum families and is sometimes called Bitter Bush,
Cattle Bush or Native Willow. Other places it may be called
Native Apricot. And it isn't just due to its fruit which makes it a
highly sought after plant, food and medicine resource. 

It's an Aboriginal bush medicine which is mainly used for the
treatment of coughs, eczema, common colds and has been
used as a poultice with Paperbark to induce lactation in new
mothers.

It's a very tough tree. It's quite drought-hardy and relatively
small in the shrub version on the Darling Downs. In Central
Queensland it grows to a much, much bigger tree. Across
Australia, it extends from Western Australia to Queensland,
but its numbers vary greatly.

Often, Gumbi Gumbi is made into tea and has considerable
health benefits that it is still used for today, both fresh and
dried. Added to hot water it is used to make a very
flavoursome brew which is also quite strong in terms of its
scent. 

There are several varieties of Pittosporum that are around,
and it's very important to note that not every Gumbi Gumbi is
safe to consume. So when dealing with the Pittosporums, it's
vital we know exactly which one we're taking on.

The plant being referred to here is  Pittosporum Angustifolium.
Gumbi Gumbi is quite a significant tree that withstands
drought, frost and a great variety of soil types from clay to
sand.

It's perfect for the home garden and has many uses. It is
important to note that it tastes rather bitter. The seeds of the
Gumbi Gumbi, shouldn't be eaten because they'll actually
cause a great numbness within the mouth and the throat.

LEGACY MAP
 



 



 



Gummingurru holds a deep spiritual connection for its
traditional custodians, the Jarowair speaking people of the
Wakka Wakka nation. North of Toowoomba, Gummingurru is
where Jarawair speaking people feel a sense of ‘being in place’
and was traditionally a sacred men’s bora ground where
young men were initiated into adulthood through ceremony
and passing on of knowledge. The initiated men were also
given the right to participate in important social events of
marriage, trading and the Bunya Mountain gatherings.

The scarred trees around Gummingurru signalled to travellers
that a sacred site was nearby. The 6000-year-old ceremonial
site has several stone arrangements, including an initiation
ring, representing different Aboriginal Yurees of the Turtle,
Emu, Carpet Snake and Catfish. A Yuree or totem is a plant or
animal that has been given to a person who is responsible for
its protection and sustainable use. 

Aboriginal people visited Gummingurru to create stone
designs of their Yurees to acknowledge the importance of
their responsibility. The stone arrangements are not seen as
static designs, but rather as moving images illustrating stories
from the Dreaming.

Young men learned how to make stone tools, hunting
equipment, grind ochre, hunt and gather bush tucker. 

Although much of the traditional knowledge detail was lost
due to the impacts of colonisation, Aboriginal people refer to
this as ‘knowledge is sleeping’ and that ‘it will reawaken’.
Gummingurru has been recreated as a place of learning
through the establishment of an onsite cultural centre to
revive cultural memories and preserve stories. Visitors are
always welcomed by the traditional custodians to learn about
Aboriginal culture and heritage.

It was also meeting place for Aboriginal tribes from across
South East Queensland and northern New South Wales who
walked the long distance often on their journey to the
gatherings in the Bunya Mountains.

Gummingurru’s traditional custodians have always known that
a strong connection to and caring for their Country is vital for
their spiritual, physical, emotional and mental wellbeing. The
Jarawair speaking people continue their important cultural
traditions and care for their Country through the maintenance
of the Yuree stone arrangements and controlled cool burning
of grasses. 

Dairy farmer, Ben Gilbert, who bought the land in 1948
campaigned for 20 years to hand back the Country to the
Gummingurru Aboriginal Corporation in 2000. 

GUMMINGURRU, BORA CULTURAL HERITAGE SITE

ABC Southern Queensland: Nathan Morris



We are still waiting for those robust protections,” they wrote.

“Healing Country means hearing those pleas to provide
greater management, involvement and empowerment by
Indigenous peoples over Country. The right to protect Country
and culture is fundamental.”

Take the opportunity this week to find out how you can care
for your local landscape and support local Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander communities. To read more about
NAIDOC Week and find out about events in your area, click
here.

It's also important to celebrate and recognise Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples outside of NAIDOC Week. Every
day is a good day to learn more about the country's history,
support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander owned
businesses and donate to important social enterprises and
charities if you have the means.

Ban Ban Springs is a sacred sight for the Wakka Wakka people
and the first in Queensland to be formally recognised as an
Aboriginal cultural heritage site. 

A Wakka Wakka legend exists around the Ban Ban Springs site
dating back to the ‘Dreaming’. 

The Dreaming is of the Rainbow Serpent that surfaced there
and spoke to the Elders of the tribe, telling them about the
secrets of the sacred waters and stories about the seven
sisters, a mountain range not far from Ban Ban Springs.

Ban Ban Springs is and always will be known as a meeting
place for the local Wakka Wakka people who also view the
waters as sacred.

It was also used as a pathway to the Bunya Mountains for the
Bunya Festival, held every three years when the Bunya trees
would ripen with fruit. The natural springs provided water for
all the tribes and was a sacred site for traditional marriage
ceremonies. 

It's believed that Ban Ban was originally given its name by H.
Herbert who borrowed the phrase from the local Wakka
Wakka people which is known to mean grass.

Ban Ban Springs is located at the junction of Burnett and Isis
highway, North Burnett Region.

Heal Country, Heal our Nation, 2021

NAIDOC 2021’s pertinent and highly relevant theme ‘Heal
Country!’ is calling for stronger measures to recognise, protect
and maintain all aspects of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander culture, knowledge and heritage.

The National NAIDOC Committee holds that ‘Country’ is more
than a place and inherent to Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander identity. 

“When we talk about Country it is spoken of like a person.
Country is family, kin, law, lore, ceremony, traditions and
language. For Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples it
has been this way since the dawn of time,” they wrote.

The National NAIDOC Committee continue to ask for greater
protections of their sacred sites, lands and waters.

“Destruction and desecration of our sacred lands or ancient
sites – some of the oldest human occupation sites on the
planet is an enormous loss for both our nation and the world.

DARLING DOWNS DREAMING - BAN BAN SPRINGS

https://www.naidoc.org.au/get-involved/naidoc-week-events


He said that being an Elder for him is what he inherited from
his grandfather – knowledge and wisdom.
 
“In our culture, Elders are teachers. The Elders are to keep the
knowledge, the lore and our history and to pass it on before
they pass away. They’re helping the next generation up that
ladder of wisdom,” he said. 
 
Uncle Colin explains that Elders traditionally taught respect,
caring for the land, hunting, weapon making, weather reading,
bush medicine and lore including marriage arrangements.
Elders had to earn respect from their family, extended family
and people within their community, and in turn they were
highly respected for sharing and passing on their wisdom
because that’s how their people could move ahead. 
 
“Our Elders are still needed today and from my point of view,
we need to know our history and where we come from. We
have a lack of Elders today because our people are dying
quickly, often around the ages of 50 and 60,” he said.
 
“An Elder has to be the mediator and you're always watching
what you can do to help. You've got to have apathy and
empathy, be encouraging and sit down and talk face-to-face
with your people as their equal, never above them. 

“Always remember, we like to laugh. And we like to laugh at
ourselves and other people, it's all usually taken in the right
way.”
 
In the spirit of NAIDOC Week’s theme ‘Heal Country!’, when
asked what is the best thing that non-Indigenous Australians
can do to heal our Country, Uncle Colin honed in on cultural
education. 

“Learn about our culture and how we look after Country, we
are constantly healed by our Country. The earth is our Mother
and if you destroy the Mother, you destroy yourself,” he said

“Understand the history of where we come from and what
happened in our past, from our point of view. Educate
yourself about colonisation and the atrocities that took place,
how children were taken from their mothers and how they
were then treated, and put yourself in their place.” 

Uncle Colin stressed this is not about blaming Europeans as
even the settlers who first arrived here were under specific
direction and being told what to do.

 It’s not a blame game, it’s gaining a cultural understanding of
what our First Nations peoples experienced during
colonisation.

As a young boy, Elder Colin Jones learned to paint from his
grandfather.

The subject of Australian black history is very dear to Uncle
Colin and is richly depicted in his paintings featured in
galleries across Australia. 
 
Colin’s Aboriginal name is Ko-Ro, which means wings of the
Brolga and is of Kalkadoon and Nunuckle tribal descent born
in Ipswich, Queensland.
 
Uncle Colin can spend up to two months creating his multi-
layered dot paintings telling the stories of his ancestral lands
where the rainforest, rivers and land connects. When he
finishes a painting, he spends three days going over it for
quality control before letting it go.
 
“I want to paint something that is correct because that is what
my grandfather taught me,” he said. 
 
“I want to make sure that I have made my grandfather and my
Culture proud. If I painted something incorrect, my
Grandfather would wipe it – not in a negative way – and he
would say ‘Boy, you can do better than that. What have I
taught you? Let's start again. Feel what you're doing’.

“When I paint, I put my whole being into it. It’s an emotional
feeling. You’re involved because you're mixing and loving your
colours, you’re watching with your eyes. You're using your
brain because you're transporting a story onto a canvas. And
you're using your heart because that's where its coming
from.”
 
When asked which is his most favourite painting, his answer
‘always my last one’.
 
“That’s because you're always expanding in knowledge and
wisdom,” he said. 

As an Elder, Uncle Colin plays a tremendous role in teaching
and hosting cultural education programs for GPTQ and Carbal
Medical Services. 

CELEBRATING ELDERS
COLIN JONES

AN ARTIST AND SCHOLAR



Mount Tabletop traditionally known as ‘Meewah’ is an
important ceremonial Aboriginal site. Historically this flat
naturally treeless topped hill was the setting of the ‘Battle of
One Tree Hill’ or more precisely the ‘Battle of Meewah’ on 13
September 1843. 
 
Part of the frontier wars, Meewah is now a famous site where
Aboriginal warrior Multuggerah and 100 fighters drove back
settlers attempting to cross the range. 
 
Multuggerah (1830s – 1846), a great strategist and warrior
was the youngest son of Old Moppy and fought with valour to
protect the lands of Jagera, Giabal and Jarowair peoples
(Darling Downs) which was home to tens of thousands of
Aboriginal tribes.
 
Trouble began in the 1840s when European settlers
attempted to expand their colony into the lands of the Jagera
Nation. The settlers did not understand the Aboriginal
peoples’ deep spiritual connection to the land, treating its
natural features and sacred sites poorly, and conflict grew.

Following the shooting of his father, Old Moppy, and his
brother, Wooinambi, Multuggerah vowed to take action
against killing of his people and their dispersal from their
lands.

Multuggerah honed in on the range pass up the escarpment. 

The settlers would be in a perilous position if he could block
their trade, food and supplies. After announcing his
intentions, he began an organised resistance campaign
demonstrating determined strength and bravery.

To the settler’s surprise, Multuggerah and his warriors
ambushed a heavily-armed convoy of three loaded bullock
drays lumbering up the difficult range pass. The warriors lay in
wait on the steep slopes at the narrowest point of the pass
where they had placed logs across the path to prevent the
drays reversing. 
 
The drays were halted and with a flurry of spears, the warriors
sent 14 armed men fleeing. Multuggerah and his warriors
took the supplies from the drays and retreated into the
mountains. 
 
The armed men returned the next day to mount a reprisal
attack. Multuggerah’s warriors from their vantage point drove
back the settlers by hurling spears, stones and rolling down
boulders. The legacy of the settlers’ defeat was a continual
embarrassment.
 
Mount Tabletop ‘Meewah’ is recognised in the Aboriginal
Cultural Heritage Register and protected under the Aboriginal
Cultural Heritage Act 2003. A beautiful view of this significant
site can be seen from the Lockyer Lookout, J.E. Duggan Park,
Rangeville. 

DARLING DOWNS DREAMING - MEEWAH - TABLETOP MOUNTAIN

Uncle Colin also highlighted that traditionally our First Nations
peoples never fought over land. He explained that Aboriginal
clan groups had conflict resolution mediation long before the
Europeans arrived. 
 
“We're one of the only Nations in the world that did not fight
over land with big wars,” he said. 
 
“We fought each other over things like marriages and stealing
women, but we did not fight over land. We respected that
Nation's land because that was their spiritual place. Why
would we want their spiritual place when we have our own?

“It was that knowledge and wisdom that protected our land
and it was how we respected each other. We all learned and
knew our sign language that communicated through hand
signals and ancient song lines to peacefully trade and form
marriage alliances between clan groups.”
 
A final question for Uncle Colin was what can a non-Aboriginal
person do to pay their respects to the traditional custodians
of our local Countries and landscape?
 
“Learn how they looked after the land. Learn how they
gathered and hunted. And learn some of their laws and
Dreamings as respect, he said.

To listen to our Podcast Episode featuring Uncle ColinTo watch our YouTube Playlist featuring Uncle Colin

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhoHEYv2NhCjvW1Nzf-WQpqdN8-ASR5eE
https://player.whooshkaa.com/episode/440641


LANGUAGE CORNER -  LANGUAGE CORNER -  LANGUAGE CORNER
At one time there were estimated to be 250 Indigenous
languages in use right across Australia. Some have been
retained and sadly some lost forever resulting from the racist
policies and practices of colonisation. National NAIDOC
Committee Co-Chair Anne Martin said “languages are the
breath of life for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples,
making it vital to raise awareness of the importance of
Indigenous languages across the country”. She goes on to say
“each language is associated with an area of land and has a
deep spiritual significance, and it is through their own
languages that Indigenous nations maintain their connection
with their ancestors, land and law”.

At GPTQ we want to celebrate the great resilience and
richness of Indigenous language by sharing some of the
beauty of the languages that still dwell within our footprint
and encourage you to learn some new words and share them
with family and friends!

For North Brisbane we are focusing on the Wakka Wakka
Nation.

Mau
Head

Pronounced: 
Maw

Djinang Toes
Pronounced: 

Gin-ung

Bundur
Dunam

Wali
Shoulder

Pronounced: 
Wah-lee

knee
Pronounced: 

Boon-door
Tongue

Pronounced: 
Doo-nam



WHAT'S ON JUL - SEP 2021
 

 

4 August - National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children's Day  
Children’s Day is a time for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families to celebrate the
strengths and culture of their children. It’s also an opportunity for all Australians to show
support for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and learn more about the ongoing
challenges that stem from colonisation and its impacts of intergenerational trauma, dislocation
from land and culture and community disempowerment. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children are twice as likely to be developmentally vulnerable early in life, and only half as likely to
access early education as non-Indigenous children. If you would like to order a Children’s Day
poster for your practice, please visit AboriginalChildrensDay.

4 - 11 July - NAIDOC Week 
NAIDOC Week is an opportunity for all Australians to come together to celebrate the rich history,
diverse cultures and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the oldest
continuing cultures on this earth.  For 2021 the NAIDOC Theme will be Heal Country! – calls for
stronger measures to recognise, protect, and maintain all aspects of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander culture and heritage. Make sure you visit www.naidoc.org.au to find events local to you! 

1 July - Coming of the Light
The Coming of the Light is an annual holiday for Torres Strait Islanders to celebrate the coming of
Christianity to the islands in the Torres Strait. The Rev Samuel MacFarlane from the London Missionary
Society anchored at Erub (Darnley Island) on 1 July 1871. Dabad, a Warrior Clan Elder on Erub defied
tribal law to welcome the clergy and teachers. The acceptance of missionaries and Christianity into the
Torres Strait Islands led to significant changes upon every aspect of their lives. Today Torres Strait
Islander communities across the islands and the mainland come together to honour this anniversary
with religious and cultural ceremonies including a re-enactment of the landing at Kemus Beach on Erub.

1 September - Indigenous Literacy Day
Indigenous Literacy Day is a national celebration of Indigenous culture, stories, language and
literacy. According to the 2018 National Assessment Program for Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN), only 36% of Indigenous Year 5 students in very remote areas are at or above national
minimum reading standards, compared to 96% for non-Indigenous students in major cities. The
Indigenous Literacy Foundation host an event and activities on this day to raise funds and bring
attention to the disadvantages experienced in remote communities and also encourage the rest
of Australia to advocate for more equal access to literacy resources for remote communities.
Happy Indigenous Literacy Day and happy reading!

13 September - Anniversary of the UN Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples  
In a historic vote on 13 September 2007, 144 countries of the United Nations General Assembly
voted to adopt the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Eleven countries
abstained, and only four countries including Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the United
States voted against it. Since 2007, these four countries reversed their positions and officially
endorsed the Declaration. The Declaration protects collective rights and individual rights of
Indigenous Peoples in relation to self-government, land, education, employment, health and
other areas, and also requires countries to consult with their Indigenous peoples in obtaining
their consent on matters which concern them.

https://aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/
https://www.naidoc.org.au/

